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Editorial 


THE SIKH SANSAR 

Volume 4, Number 4 
December 1975 


Traditionally the role of the Indian women had 
been a secondary and submissive one. The Hindu wo¬ 
men by and large were limited in their role in the 
house and subjected to the domineering role of the 
male. On the other hand,the Muslim women shroud¬ 
ed in “purdah” (veil) were relegated to domestic tasks 
within the four walls of her home. It was not until 
the 15th century when Guru Nanak preached equal¬ 
ity of man and woman, oneness of God, the need for 
women to be active in social, cultural, religious and 
national activities, that the Sikh women emerged to a 
level of responsibility equal to their contribution to 
family and society, in tact emancipation of the Sikh 
women, not only in principle but in practice preceed- 
ed the great American suffrage movement by a few 
centuries. Equality bestowed on Sikh women bv the 
ten Gurus has been unique in the history of all re¬ 
ligions of the world. In fact they have achieved such 
a high degree of equality that Sikh women are fre¬ 
quently found leading religious congregations side by 
side with their menfolk. 

In the past 500 years, Sikh women have stood 
shoulder to shoulder with their menfolk in war, in 
social reforms and religious campaigns, on national 
liberation fronts and in every other walk of life. All 
of this does not mean that the Sikh women have in 
any form or means neglected their domestic respon¬ 
sibility. In their role of a housewife, they are 
counselors, inspirers and teachers for the young child¬ 
ren and help bring a serene but dynamic atmosphere 
on the domestic scene for their children to grow in. 

Historically, there are hundreds of Sikh ladies 
that have acquired equally the status of scholars, 
fighters and every chapter of Sikh history is full of 
sacrifices and achievements of these great ladies that 
have helped forge the Sikh nation of what it is to-day. 

The Sikh women are participating vigorously in 
the general awakening among; Indian women espe¬ 
cially since India became independent. The Sikh 
community, although a small minority in India, has 
always been alert and conscious of its public duties. 
Unlike any other creed, Sikhs are deeply rooted in 
the Indian cultural background and the Sikh women 
of all ranks are deeply patriotic. 


There have been great Sikh maharanees and prin¬ 
cesses and then there are the common people, from 
the learned professionals down to farmers and work¬ 
ers. Naturally, the different ranks perform their 
patriotic and social duties according to their oppor¬ 
tunities.- A few years ago when there was war 
between India and Pakistan, the wives and daughters 
of the Sikh farmers rendered the most needed and im¬ 
portant help to their men fighting for their country. 
This is part of our tradition. 

Until 1947 when India became independent, 
Indians were not allowed to immigrate to the United 
States, and those that managed to come into the 
country were not permitted full fledged citizenship 
status.' Since the doors have been opened and citizen¬ 
ship is now accessible to Indians, the Indian women 
generally and the Sikh women in particular have 
come over to the United States inspired by their new 
modern spirit. Accordingly, Sikh ladies are to be 
found to-day performing the tasks of doctors, 
teachers; nurses and businesswomen in addition to 
their domestic responsibilities. 

We in this community try to preserve what we 
feel are some of the fine things of our cultural herit¬ 
age, but at the same time we are very conscious and 
desirous of living up to our ambitions to be contrib¬ 
uting members of the American society. We feel 
greatly stimulated by the environments and opport¬ 
unities for personal and professional growth in this 
country. 

As this year is recognized as the Womens’ Year 
by the United Nations, it is a great privilege to pay 
a tribute to the contributions of the Sikh ladies over 
the last five centuries. 

Satinder K. Kapany 
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BEBE NANAKI - THE FIRST SIKH 

A sister’s love for her brother is a perennial theme of Punjabi folklore. Of this sisterly affection, the most 
tender and vivid example is that of Bebe Nanaki (1464-1518). The Janamsakhis are full of the stories of 
her deep and devoted affection for her brother. Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikh faith. Bebe Nanaki 
was the first to recognize Guru Nanak as God’s chosen one. She is seen here with her husband Jairam, 
as Mardana, the ministrel, receives the rabab on which he accompanied Guru Nanak singing his divinely 
inspired songs. This was before Guru Nanak set out on his preaching journeys, accompanied by Bhai 
Mardana. 
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WOMEN 

Prof. Hazara Singh 


I am woman, not that who led to the exile 

Of Adam from Heaven and his fall below 
on earth. 

They misunderstand me and mislead 
themselves who call me so. 

I am neither man’s misfortune nor cause of 
his weakness 

They led empty lives whose minds are 
thus depraved. 

[ neither led to the loss of paradise nor 
obstruct 

Those who pray or do penance to be 
reunited with God. 

] am the symbol of heaven itself, if man 
cares to see. 


I am man’s mother, my lap is blissful as 
heaven 

It is a free gift and not the reward after 
death. 

It is real and is not lost if my sons go astray 

They have not to pray for it, rather I yearn 
for them. 

If God is love, none is more selfless in love 
than 1 

I give seldom caring to take, I suffer but 
never grumble, 

Because I am man’s mother, his sister to 
make him sober, 

His wife to cheer him, and his daughter to 
ennoble him. 


I am not full of guile, jealousy is not my 
hidden nature 

Frailty is not my name, nor I led man to 
frequent wars. 

These are the freaks of the minds which 
are illdeveloped 

For they take me as a toy without either 
mind or soul 

I do not want to be betterhalf, but the just 
half, 

I am not crazy to rule his heart but seek to 
be understood, 

He befools himself when he thinks that he 
cajoles me, 

I make him great, he should not intrigue 
to degrade me. 

When wars vanish and the double way of 
life is not practised 

When wealth corrupts not a few and poverty 
degrades not many 

When customs and law are used not to 
suppress but liberate 

The human soul from the shackless: social and 
political 

Then my glory will radiate with all its 
sublimit)'’ 

If with a few stray chances I can show my 
mettle 

How dazzling will be I, when I get 
ungrudged equality. 

In bondage I rear him great, my liberation 
will make him greater. 


A REQUEST TO THE SUBSCRIBERS 

Please check the top of the address label on the 
envelope. THE NUMBER ON THE TOP LEFT IS 
YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER. Make a note of this 
number and quote it in all correspondence, especially 
when you renew your subscription or notify us about 
any change in your address. 

THE NUMBER ON THE TOP RIGHT IS THE 
EXPIRY DATE OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION e.g. 
3/79— it means that your subscription expires in 
March, 1979. Please see if your subscription is due 
now. The letter ‘L’ indicates that you are a Life 
Member. 

Renewing your subscription every year is a 
bothersome affair to you, and it is an unpleasant task 
for us to remind you about it. I take this opportun¬ 
ity to request you to become a Life Member. The 


subscription is only $150 dollars. In case it is not 
possible, remit your subscription for at least four 
years - only $20. Most of the subscribers have al¬ 
ready done that. Please consider it. 

If the TOP RIGHT HAND IS BLANK your sub¬ 
scription has already expired. We have kept you on 
the mailing list temporarily; we do not want you to 
miss any issues of the Sikh Sansar. 

The second register of SIKHS IN THE U.S.A. and 
CANADA - 1976 is getting ready. The deadline date 
is March 31, 1976. Please return your biographical 
data form at the earliest. 

See page 141. 

Please send your subscription and registration fee 
(check or money order) to: 

The Sikh Sansar 
Post Office Box 737 
Redwood City, California 94064 
Ajaib Singh Sidhu - Asst. Editor 
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GLIMPSES OF SIKH HISTORY - SHARAN KAUR 

AMAR SINGH (Malaysia) 


“O Lord, my brothers have not spared the last drop of their 
blood to eliminate the tyrannical oppression of the rulers, 
hence they have earned refuge at Your Feet. They who serve 
Your creatures deserve an exalted position. They came to the 
rescue of children and women whose dreadful cries for help 
had filled the air and made it heavy with grief. Your true 
worshippers have sacrificed everything they had. May their 
souls have Your blessings, O. Lord.” 


The Bank of Chamkaur had ended, and corpses 
were lying about everywhere. The Sikhs, under the 
superb leadership of Guru Gobind Singh, had shown 
heroic endurance and undaunted courage, though 
they were only forty in number, and the Mughal 
army numbered over a hundred thousand. The de¬ 
voted little band of Sikhs had fought to the last, 
and the Guru with five of his disciples escaped in 
the darkness of the night under the orders of his 
Five Beloved Ones (Panj Piyare). 

The Mughal forces spent the whole of the next 
day celebrating their victory in the belief that Sant 
Singh’s head was that of the Guru and that the Sikhs 
had been subdued. The corpses of the Mughal soldiers 
had been buried, but the bodies of the Sikhs were 
left to rot on the battlefield. This ghastly sight 
roused a courageous young Sikh woman into action. 
Fear became alien to her, and the memory of her 
brothers fighting with remarkable valour and tenacity 
remained alive in her mind. Her ardour and zeal trans¬ 
formed her into a lioness and she waited for darkness 
to carry out her duty towards those immortal 
brothers. 

Corpses Collected 

At midnight, this young woman appeared in 
Turkish overalls with a lamp in her hand, and passed 
the snoring guards stealthily. It seemed that the 
clouds also came to her help and blotted out the stars 
and made it a perfectly dark night. She collected the 
bodies of the martyrs and piled them at one place. 
The Sikhs’ distinctive appearance solved her problem 
of recognizing her brothers. She was aware of the 
price she was to pay for this noble deed, but she 
could not see the corpses of her brothers being 
defiled. 

At last, the first part of her task was over. She 
had collected sufficient wood from the jungle and 
piled it over the Corpses. With clasped hands, she 
stood and prayed sincerely and wholeheartedly for 
her valiant brothers to the Almighty. She pleaded 
for heavenly refuge for the souls or her dead brothers, 
who had sacrificed their lives to save the chastity 
of their sisters: 


“O Lord, my brothers have not spared the last 
drop of their blood to eliminate the tyrannical op¬ 
pression of the rulers, hence they have earned refuge 
at Your Feet. They who serve Your creatures de¬ 
serve an exalted position. They came to the rescue 
of children and women whose dreadful cries for 
help had filled the air and made it heavy with grief. 
Your true worshippers have sacrificed everything 
they had. May their souls have Your blessings, 0 
Lord.” 

Speared and Burnt: 

After prayings thus, she set fire to the pyre 
from every side. The flames rose skyhigh, inviting 
the attention of the guards who stood .numb and 
appalled in sheer fright and pandemonium. In 
moments, everything was reduced to ashes; thus her 
importunities to God prevailed. 

She was at once surrounded by the guards and 
questioned incessantly. Paying no heed-to the guards, 
she sat with her hands clasped and a contented 
smile on her face. Disgusted with her, as they could 
not get any answer, they speared the young woman 
and threw her body into the flames. 

But all that could be heard from her was, 
Waheguru. Waheguru . Waheguru. 
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SIKHISM AND WOMEN S EMANCIPATION 
HARINDER KAUR BHELA 


It is no secret that the greatness of the Sikhs, the Khalsa, is 
generally due to the greatness of their womenfolk. Even one 
of the Gurus had to say amratsario andersaria maian rab 
razaian (The men of Amritsar are prisoners in their homes, 
women have the grace of God). 


Various philosphers and religious teachers have 
held different views about women from time to time. 
But Sikhism, which is the newest of the great reli¬ 
gions, is the greatest emancipator of women. 

Let us consider a few religions — not to criti¬ 
cize them, but to see their attitude to women. 

In Islam, women have to be strictly in purdah — 
that is to say, veiled or hidden from the sight of man. 
However, divorce was allowed and marriage made a 
legal contract besides the marital union. 

Christianity permits certain rights, duly modified 
from time to time. In various countries, certain priv¬ 
ileges have been won by women themselves; but celi¬ 
bacy is essential in nunneries, and woman, in many 
ways, is considered the centre of sin. 

Hinduism and Buddhism generally favour renun¬ 
ciation and advocate retirement into jungles and total 
celibacy for gaining salvation. 

Numerous Handicaps 

It is well known that women cannot celebrate 
marriages or conduct the marriage service in any of 
the religions I have mentioned. Among the Hindus, 
the Dev Dasi cult is still practised, and, till recently, 
the wife and daughter had few material rights. Men 
were at liberty to marry as many times as they liked 
and their wives could not claim divorce. The killing 
of female babies was common, whereas sati (the 
widow’s self-immolation) had to be stopped by law 
during the British regime. The question of widow 
remarriage was never considered even though the 
marriage age was as low as six months, with the 
result that some girls became widows while they were 
yet children. Shaving of the head by woman is prac¬ 
tised by Christian nuns as well as certain sects of 
Hindus. Moreover certain professions were almost 
taboo for women, especially the wielding of arms, 
except in few instances, such as Joan of Arc or the 
Rani of Jhansi. 

Position of Women Key to Sikh Merits 

It is no secret that the greatness of the Sikhs, the 
Khalsa, is generally due to the greatness of their 
womenfold, Even one of the Gurus had to say amrat- 
saria andersaria maian rab razaian (The men of Amrit¬ 
sar are prisoners in their homes, women have the 
grace of God). 

Among the first Sikh women is Mata Tripta, 
who gave birth to the great Prophet, Guru Nanak, 


who gave freedom and light to the world. He was the 
first to remark, “Why hate the woman who gives 
birth to prophets, great men and rulers?” Guru 
Nanak’s childnood could not be disassociated from 
Mata Tripta’s influence. 

Girl’s Self-Sacrifice 

Next we come to Bibi Bhani, who immortalized 
herself through her self-sacrifice at a tender age when 
she lent a bleeding finger to support the stool of her 
father, Guru Amar Das, who was being bathed by 
the daughter (A common practice of pouring water 
on to an old father’s body). She was the mother of 
the great Guru Arjan Dev, the compiler of Guru 
Grantli Sahib, and grandmother of Guru Har Gobind 
Sahib, and great-great grandmother of Guru Gobind 
Singh. Consistent with her example her descendants 
Guru Arjan and Guru Tegh Bahadur martyred them¬ 
selves and Guru Gobind Singh made the supreme 
sacrifice of his father, mother, and all four sons and 
himself — not to win kingdoms, but for Sikhism and 
the Khalsa. It is that little seed of self-sacrifice which 
grew into the great Khalsa brotherhood, which has 
spread to four corners of the world—a brotherhood 
distinctive, first, by its deeds of manliness, and, 
secondly, by the wearing of full beards, keshas, and 
turbans. 

It is the amrit of Guru Gobind Singh, which per¬ 
haps started with Bibi Bhani and the great Mata 
Gujri, who gave birth to the greatest liberator of the 
world, Guru Gobind Singh. It was the amrit produced 
by Guru Gobind Singh on Baisakhi Day that emanci¬ 
pated a downtrodden race and transformed them into 
the conquerors, from Afghanistan to China, from 
Galgit to Delhi. But, while preparing the nectar it 
was left to the great Mata Sahib Devan (Guru Gobind 
Singh’s spiritual spouse) to give the final touch to 
make the “Water of Salvation” sweet with sugar 
bubbles (bitasa) — a respect shown to womanhood, 
unknown by any other religion of the world. Sikh 
humanity and chivalry towards women is in many 
ways, derived from Mata Gujri. 

Sikh Women’s Privileges 

Now what does the great Guru’s amrit of Baisakhi 
Day give to the womenfolk of the world in general, 
especially of India. It gives equality in worship, 
equality in society, equality of thought, complete 
abolition of the veil wearing of kutcha (drawers), 
wielding of arms by women and children, abolition 


116 



of sati, widow remarriage, fidelty to wife and sister, 
freedom of speech, freedom to preach and to act as 
priest, freedom from the need to be nuns and dev- 
dasis, and, above all, freedom of thought. When Guru 
Gobind Singh’s wife asked him, “Where are our four 
sons?” He replied, “What does it matter if four sons 
are gone. There are many thousand alive (pointing 
to the Sikhs).” Today, there are millions. 

No, it did not end there; the heritage was ac¬ 
quired also by the Khalsa women who would not ac¬ 
cept the forty muktas (Liberated), when they return¬ 
ed home deserting the Guru, and they had to die 
fighting in battle, and Mai Bhago wielded arms out¬ 
matching the Khalsa men. 

Famous Women’s Role 

In the short, but great, history of the Sikhs, it 
was the mother-in-law of the great Maharajah Ranjit 
Singh, Sada Kaur, who was basically responsible for 
the defeat of Shah Zaman at the last battle, for the 
emancipation of India from the foreign yoke after 
1,000 years. It was a Maharani of Patiala who caused 
the defeat of Holkar. Consider the manliness and 
chivalry of the Khalsa when they rescued 15,000 
Mahratta women from the clutches of Ahmed Shah 


Abdali, who had enslaved them and Was taking them 
to Iran. But the Khalsa horsemen, against all odds, 
rescued them all. The Khalsa horsemen delivered 
each sister safely to her home in Maharashtra, a thou¬ 
sand miles away. The women rode all the way, while 
the Sikhs were content to walk alongside. The British 
writer, Cunningham, rightly calls it “the greatest 
act of chivalry in the East." Perhaps, it is the greatest 
act of chivalry in the world. In European distances, 
it would mean that Russian women rescued from 
Paris were restored to Moscow. 

Sikh Respect for Women 

Sikh respect for women does not end there. The 
molestation of women by conquering Khalsa soldiers 
was forbidden—something unknown in the East, or 
even the West. The example set by the Khalsa sold¬ 
iery during the two World Wars is superb in this res¬ 
pect as compared with other warring nations. 

What is it that has transformed a down trodden 
race into such admirable people? It is most definitely 
the amrit of Guru Gobina Singh of memorable Baisa- 
khi Day, and, no less, the tradition inherited by 
Sikh women down the ages. 


English monthly magazine from The Sikh Cultural 
Centre. 113/1-A. Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta-12. India 


THE SIKH REVIEW 


i. 

o 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 


A representative in United States: 

1. Professor Hari Singh Everest, 2217 Melba St., Yuba City, Ca. 95991 

2. S. Ajaib Singh Sidhu, 13048 Brookpark Road, Oakland, Ca. 94619 

3. International Sikh Youth Federation, 1334 Diana, Madison Heights, Mich. 
48071 

4. Mr. Bailir S. Basi, 5438, Millbrook Rd., Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146 

5. Mr. D. W. Singh, 3777 Independence Ave., Riverdale, N.Y. 10463 


Explains the mission of the great Guru Nanak. 

Upholds the traditions and prestige of Sikhism. 

Contains contributions by the highest authorities on Sikh religion and culture. 
Offers a challenge to today’s youth. 

Its articles have broad and rational views. 

It affords food for thought for educated people of all religions and all nations. 
Its articles are of a high literary standard and always bring you something new. 
It appeals not only to Indian nationals but to others as well. 

Annual subscription: India — Rs. 20.00 * Outside India — $ 5 JO or £2.30 
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Khivi was a noble-minded women. Deep was her shadow as that of a mighty tree. Bountifully she distribut¬ 
ed in the langar ambrosial kheer enriched with large measures of ghee. Ramkali ki Var, Satta Balwand 


Mata Khivi was the wife of Guru Angad (1504-1552), the Second Guru. She was noble of mind and revelled 
in serving her Master and his Sikhs. She toiled lovingly in the Guru-ka-Langar, or community kitchen, and 
served the Guru's disciples with utmost courtesy and joy. The Guru-ka-Langar in her hands was a source of 
unlimited bounty and the harbinger of community consciousness and love. 



WOMEN PARISHES 


One of the verses in Asa-ki-Var says: “Why demean them who give birth to heroes among men?” 

Guru Amar Das (1479-1574), the Third Guru, appointed women to conduct Sikh missionary and parish 
work. Parishes in the charge of men were known as Manjian, from manji or string-bed. Those in the charge 
of women were known as Pirhian, from pirhi or low-sitting-stools on which they sat to minister to the dis¬ 
ciples. Their selection for this important task proved the Guru’s recognition of the organisational ability 
of Sikh women. 
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SAD A KAUR (1762-1832) 

Gurcharan Singh 


The invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali 
brought the process of disintergration of the Mughal 
Empire, which had already commenced after the 
death of Aurangzeb, to completion. Out of this 
chaos and anarchy there arose the Sikhs in the Panjab, 
who later created a kingdom of the Panjab under Ma¬ 
haraja Ranjit Singh. During his early career, the 
Maharaja was greatly assisted by his mother-in-law, 
Sardami Sada Kaur. 

After the death of Abdali, control of the Sikhs 
over the Panjab became more organised and establish¬ 
ed. Out of this system there came into being the 
various Misls, or small states. These Misls varied in 
size and resources; and, except for their religion, they 
had nothing in common and were without any unity 
or purpose. Out of these, twelve were the most im- 
ortant Misls and are well-known throughout Sikh 
istory. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was born in 1789 (A.D.) 
and on the death of his father took over the leader¬ 
ship of the Sukarchakias — one of the twelve 
important Misls. The base of this Misl was at Gujran- 
wala, but they also possessed some lands around 
Gujrat, Sialkot, Pind Dadan Khan and Miani in the 
west of river Jelham (now all these places are in West 
Pakistan.) 


The Kanhaiyas were another important Misl of 
the Sikhs and was on a par with the Bhangi Misl. It 
was founded by Sardar Jai Singh who came from the 
village of Mauza Kanha, 15 miles east of Lahore. The 
Kanhaiyas possessed large parts of the districts of 
Amritsar and Gurdaspur, With their centre of activit¬ 
ies atBatala 1 .. Sardar Jai Singh’s son, Sadar Gurbak- 
hsh Singh was married to Sada Kaur, a daughter of 
Sardar Daswandha Singh Alkel, who came from a 
family of old traditions in courage and bravery. Sada 
Kaur, born in 1762, was brought up in these heroic 
surroundings where she developed in herself these 
qualities. 


Sardar Jai Singh (it was his privilege to have taken 
pahul at the hands of Nawab Kapur Singh) was the re¬ 
nowned leader of the Kanhaiya Misl, and was a man 
of influence in the Panjab. He had extended pro¬ 
tection to Mahan Singh of Sukarchakia Misl in the 
latter’s earlier life and had helped him in the capture 


of Rasulnagar (on the banks of Chenab River) from 
its Muslim chief. But, around about 1785 A.D., when 
Mahan Singh had made his reputation, he discarded 
the protection of Jai Singh and declared his indepen¬ 
dence; this had annoyed Jai Singh. Once, when 
Mahan Singh visited Amritsar on Diwali, he ap¬ 
proached Jai Singh with sweetmeats. But, the latter 
insulted Mahan Singh by saying: “Go away, you 
Bhagtia (dancing boy); I do not want to hear your 
sentimental talk. 3 ” Mahan Singh’s young blood was 
infuriated, and he went away witn the resolve to 
avenge this insult. With this in mind, he invited 
Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgarhia whose trans-Satluj 
territories had been captured by the Kanhaiyas, and 
who himself had run away to the east of the Satluj. 
Mahan Singh was, also, able to get Sansar Chand of 
Kangra’s help in this affair. But, before this help 
could reach Mahan Singh, he had had a few skirmish¬ 
es with the Kanhaiyas and lost some of his territory. 
Now, the three allies jointly attacked Jai Singh; a 
fierce battle was fought at Achal, a village two miles 
south of Batala and Jai Singh was defeated. Gurbak- 
hsh Sing, the eldest son of Jai Singh was killed in this 
encounter. Gurbakhsh Singh was, like his father, 
handsome and had during his boyhood become an ex¬ 
pert in riding and wielding the sword. The result of 
this battle was that all the possessions of Sukerchak- 
ias and Ramgarhias were restored to their respective 
claimants and the fort of Kangra handed over to 
Sansar Chand. 

When she received the news of her husband’s 
death in battle, Sada Kaur did not cry; instead she 
took the messenger’s steed and rode to the scene of 
the battle where her husband was lying in blood. She 
removed his weapons and adorned herself with these. 
And from this day there was a complete transfor¬ 
mation in her. She had her husband’s dead body 
brought to Batala where it was creamated. Later, she 
had a Smadh built over this place. 

Later, in order to avenge his defeat, Jai Singh at¬ 
tacked Mahan Singh at Naoshehra, but was, once 
again defeated. Jai Singh fled towards Nurpur upon 
the approach of his enemy. It was here that the 
shrewd and enterprising Sada Kaur, widow of Gur¬ 
bakhsh Singh, who had a great influence over her 
aged father-in-law and more or less regualted the 
affairs of their Misl proposed 3 the engagement of her 
only daughter—Mehtab Kaur — to Ranjit Singh, the 
son of Mahan Singh. The bethrothal ceremony took 
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place sometime in 1785, when Ranjit was only five was filled by his mother-in-law, Sada Kaur, till he was 

years old. Her intention was to unite the families of fit to carry out his princely duties independently, 

these two Misls, create a bond of friendship betwen This state of affairs gave Sada Kaur the opportunity of 

the two houses and work it towards her benefit. using her influence over Ranjit Singh and use him as a 

After the death of her father-in-law she became the stepping stone for her own political advancement, 

head of the Kanhaiyas with a force of 8,000 horses. According to some writers, Mehtab Kaur, on the 

(Khalsa Raj de Ursraiya, Prem Singh, 1, P. 55.) How death of her grandfather Jai Singh, is supposed to 

rightly the subsequent events vindicated the truth of have inherited all the property and treasures of the 

this artful planning and her far-sightedness! The re- Kanhaiyas, and Sada Kaur was merely acting as her 

suit of this union was peace and prosperity for Regent 4 . Whatever may be the case, Sada Kaur was 

Mahan Singh’s reign for many years. All the efforts in complete charge of the Kanhaiyas. 

till then wasted in fighting against each other were The immediate results of this alliance went ac- 

now concentrated to form a bigger and stronger cording to her plans. As soon as her father-in-law 

force. And this laid the foundations of the Sikh Raj died in 1793, she was able to make her mother-in- 

in the Panjab. law with her two sons retire from the scene. She 

Sardar Mahan Singh died in March, 1792, leaving established her headquarters at Batala and commenc- 
Ranjit Singh, only twelve years old, under the control ed planning for the achievement of her ambitions, 

of his mother-in-law. Sada Kaur, “one of the most Ranjit Singh married Mehtab Kaur in 1796. This 

artful and ambitious of her sex” that ever figured in marriage “brought together two of the most dynamic 

history. “The wisdom and energy of this extraord- Sikh personalities of the time. Ranjit Singh and his 

inary woman . . . conduced materially to the success mother-in-law', Sada Kaur, who by both working to- 

of Ranjit Singh in his early exploits and it is truly said gether and working against each other determined the 

of her that she was the ladder by which Ranjit Singh course of Sikh history for the next forty years. 5 ” 

reached the summit of his power." It was unfortun- After the marriage, Sada Kaur had accompanied her 

ate for Ranjit Singh, that he did not have a mother daughter to her husband’s home to live with her. To 

who could inspire him into greatness. So, this place get her hold on Ranjit Singh, Sada Kaur started poi- 








soiling his ears against Lakhpat Rai, the dewan of 
late Mahan Singh. First of all, Sada Kaur checked the 
papers maintained by Diwan Lakhpat Rai; when she 
found considerable discrepancies in these, she had 
him removed from the job. Then she sorted out the 
Sukarchakia force discarding unwanted elements. 
Not satisfied with this, Sada Kaur started interfering 
in other matters directly which resulted into regular 
clashes between Sada Kaur and Ranjit Singh’s 
mother. The invasion of Zaman Shah in 1796 gave 
some respite to this danger over than the clashes be- 
twen the two ladies recommenced; the clashes were 
merely “intrigues for power and influence and for 
the possession of his mind. 6 . Also the young couple 
weren’t fond of each other and, on the top of it, Sada 
Kaur’s presence there and her meddling in their 
affairs did not prove conductive to their happy relat¬ 
ionship, but, on the other hand, her presence 
aggravated the sad state of relationship. Ranjit Singh 
felt estranged and was in want of a companion; his 
wife — Mehtab Kaur — had failed to fill this vacuum, 
and Ranjit Singh contracted his second marriage. 
Meanwhile, Ranjit Sing’s mother had died and Lakh¬ 
pat Rai was killed. Although Sada Kaur was able to- 
dislodge Lakhpat Rai and Ranjit Singh’s mother, she 
herself failed to take their place. So, Sada Kaur, 
taking her daughter (Mehtab Kaur) with her left for 
Batala. 

THE COLLABORATION 

Ranjit Singh's marriage with Mehtab Kaur had 
brought’him uner the influence of the able and dip¬ 
lomatic Sada Kaur who “more than anyone else 
directed his unbounded energy towards unifying the 
Panjab. 7 ” She was, “by all accounts a woman of 
extraordinary ability and her considerable talents 
now enabled her to play a prominent part in Ranjit’s 
affairs. In fact she became the leading personality in 
Ranjit’s councils and the most powerful instrument 
of his early triumphs. 8 ” She, as will be seen, became 
the real power behind the young Ranjit Singh. 

Lahore 

In 1796, when Zaman Shah of Kabul invaded the 
Panjab and occupied Lahore, most of the Sikh Misls 
buried their differences and assembled at Amritsar to 
plan a joint action against the invader. Here, Sada 
Kaur persuaded Ranjit Singh to take up arms against 
the Afghans when the majority of the chiefs were 
against such an action. She delivered a spirited 
speech to the gathered chiefs and she is supposed to 
have made the bold statement that, if they ran away, 
she would fight the invader alone. This firmness of a 
woman served the purpose and all the chiefs joined 
hands to fight the invader. Ranjit Singh was chosen 
as their leader. But, fortunately, Zaman Shah, be¬ 
cause of the rebellion by his half-brother, Mahmud, 
had to return to Kabul. As soon as Zaman Shah 
turned his back, the Bhangi Sardars, the tyrant rulers 
of Lahore, who had fled at the advent of Zaman Shah 


re-occupied the city. The citzens were not happy 
with the Bhangis; so, in 1799, they invited Ranjit 
Singh to take over the city, and promised whatever 
help they could give in achieving this aim. 

Besides, the Lahore citizens also sent an appeal to 
Sada Kaur, now head of the Kanhaiya Misl, request¬ 
ing her to support the Maharaja in this undertaking., 
So, Ranjit Singh, with all the available forces, march-, 
ed towards Batala where Sada Kaur, who had already 
returned there from Lahore, was waiting for him.- 
From there, both marched towards Amritsar at- 
the head of their respective forces, estimated at about 
25,000. Meanwhile, Ranjit Singh had obtained fur¬ 
ther information about the state of affairs in Lahore 
and the genuineness of the applicants; this was all 
favorable to him. However, the news broadcast was 
that the Maharaja was on his usual religious visit to 
Amritsar to bathe in the Sarovar. From Amritsar he 
carried out a forced march and reached Lahore in one 
day and surprised the Bhangi Sardars. (It is said that 
all the planning for this surprise attack had been done 
by Sada Kaur.) The forces Deseiged the city when the 
citzens were engrossed in watching the celebrations of 
the Shia festival of Muharram. The three Bhangi Sar¬ 
dars were given no chance to prepare the defences. 
However, the defenders sent out a force of about 200 
armed men to oppose Ranjit Singh, but it was defeat¬ 
ed. Ranjit Singh now divided his force into two 
parts; one under Sada Kaur was to feign entry from 
the Delhi Gate (this force, later entered the Shah * 
Almi Gate which had been kept open by the citizens , 
the second portion, comprising 2,000 horses and 4 
guns (including 300 Akalis) under his own command 
was to force entry by the Lohari Gate. Two of the 
Bhangi Sardars had by now fled leaving only Chet 
Singh in the field. 

Chet Singh, planning on false information, took a 
force of about 400 to 500 men and advanced towards 
Delhi Gate, where severe fighting took place. On the 
other side, Ranjit Singh had forced entry through a 
different gate. Chet Singh on learning of this treach¬ 
ery made for the citadel and was just in time to enter 
it and shut himself up; otherwise, a slight delay on 
Chet Singh’s part would have meant immediate occu¬ 
pation of the citadel bv the invaders. Now started 
desultory firing from both sides lasting for about 
twenty hours. The Maharaja wanted to bombard the 
citadel and then take it by assault but his shrewd 
mother-in-law advised him against it; she argued that 
besieged, having no provisions within and, with their 
communications from without having been cut off, 
would soon be compelled to surrender themselves. 
She was proved correct by the events; shortly, Chet 
Singh surrendered on the condition that he be allow¬ 
ed unmolested exit out of the city and be given a 
suitable allowance. These terms were granted and 
the eighteen year old chief occupied the famous fort. 
It was July 7th, 1799. Along with the fort, a number 
of guns and large quantify of treasure came into the 
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Maharaja’s hands. Chet Singh was given the village of 
Vennia, 24 miles from Lahore, in Jagir worth Rs. 
7,000 a year. 

This was a great victory for Ranjit Singh. Lahore, 
being the political capital of the Panjab, enhanced 
Ranjit’s stature and political prestige and “also in¬ 
vested him with the semblance of a title to the rest of 
the Panjab.” After this he proclaimed himself a Mah¬ 
araja. 

The capture of Lahore created jealousies among 
other chiefs such as the Bhangis, the Ramgarhias and 
the Nawab of Kasur. They all collected themselves at 
the village of Bhasin (located between Lahore and 
Amritsar) to give banle to Ranjit Singh. When Ranjit 
Singh was tackling them, Sada Kaur fought Jassa 
Singh Ramgarhia near Batala and defeated him. 

In 1801, Sada Kaur engaged in fighting against 
the combined forces of the Raja of Noorpur and 
Raja Sansar Chand of Kangra who had captured some 
of her villages. On hearing this news, Ranjit Singh 
advanced to help her. No sooner had the news of the 
Maharaja’s advanced reached the invading Rajas than 
they fled. Ranjit Singh not only recovered the vill¬ 
ages lost by Sada Kaur, but also, himself accupied 
some of Sansar Chand’s territory. All this territory 
and its revenue was handed over to Sada Kaur. 

Amritsar 

In December, 1802, the Maharaja captured Amrit¬ 
sar — the religious headquarters of the Sikhs; the 
Kanhaiyas under Sada Kaur rendered him great help 
in its capture. 

After proclaiming himself the Maharaja, Ranjit 
Singh proceeded to occupy smaller states and to con¬ 
solidate his power. In this he was greatly assisted by 
his mother-in-law, although, in the process, the Kan¬ 
haiyas also suffered to a great extent. In the same 
year Sardar Bhag Singh Bhugga died and, on the 
Maharaja’s orders, all his estates were given to Sada 
Kaur. 

By 1805, with the help of S. Fateh Singh Ahluwa- 
alia and Sada Kaur, Ranjit singh had Lahore lying 
prostrate at his feet; Amritsar — the religious cap¬ 
ital —in his hands; and Kangra, Chiniet, Kasur and 
Multan subdued or weakened. With so much power 
in his hand, now he was in a position to take on bigg¬ 
er conquests. 

Kangra 

The occupation of Kangra was important for 
dominating the hilly area between the rivers Satluj 
and Ravi. In 1806, the Gorkhas having defeated San¬ 
sar Chand in the battle of Mahal Mohri, proceeded 
towards Kangra. The latter requested Ranjit Singh to 
help him against the Gorkhas, but Ranjit Singh de¬ 
manded the fort of Kangra in return, which Sansar 
Chand refused to part with. Having approached ev¬ 
eryone else unsuccessfully, Sansar Chand in 1809, 
agreed to hand over the fort to the Maharaja. On this 
the Maharaja despatched Diwan Mohkam Chand to 
help Sansar Chand against the Gorkhas. He was in¬ 


structed to make sure that the fort was ceded to him 
before he rendered any help to Sansar Chand. When 
the time approached, as was suspected, Sansar Chand 
hesitated to hand over the fort, saving it would be 
done after the Gorkhas were expelled. However, he 
sent his son Anurodh Singh as a hostage to Diwan 
Mohkam Chand. Meanwhile a delicate situation had 
arisen between the Maharaja and the British and the 
Diwan had to be recalled from Kangra. 

Taking advantage of the situation, Sansar Chand 
again approached Amar Singh Thapa, the ruler of 
Nepal, promising him the fort of Kangra. Meanwhile 
he had brought his family to a safer place, put his 
brother with four months’ provisions in the fort and 
closed its gates. Ranjit Singh was annoyed at this 
duplicity of Sansar Chand, and this time he sent Sada 
Kaur to take necessary action in the matter. Sada 
Kaur, with Anurodh Singh seated on an elephant, 
advanced towards the fort. On reaching the fort she 
demanded the keys-, these were refused. Then she 
told the boy to ask for the keys; the young man 
obeyed her, and the gates were opened and the fort 
occupied. Thus, through the trick of a woman “San¬ 
sar Chand was foiled and Amar Singh retreated across 
the Satluj loudly exclaiming that he had been grossly 
duped. 9 ” 

In 1820, the Muslims of Hazara, Pulki, Dhamtor 
and Tarbcla revolted. Bhai Makhan Singh Nazim 
of Rawalpindi who was sent there to restore order 
was killea. 10 S. Hukma Singh Chimni, who was then 
the Qiladar of the Attock Fort, succeeded him, but 
he made matters worse; the Afghans, because of their 
successes had gained confidence and had become 
bold. Hearing this, the Maharaja asked Sada Kaur and 
S. Fateh Singh Ahluwalia to march with their forces 
to the place of rebellion. Prince Sher Singh, Sham 
Singh Attari and Ram Dayal also accompanied the 
force. On arrival the Ahluwalia Sardar and the others, 
by their moderate methods, were able to restore the 
situation to some extent. But Sada Kaur took “the 
most rigorous steps” and was determined to severely 
punish the rebel tribes. Ratia, one of the tribes, 
suffered most. The result was that the people of Mis- 
wari, Sri Kot, Tarbela, Eusafzai and Swat joined 
together to give battle to the Sikhs. The battle lasted 
the whole day. In the evening, the outnumbered 
Sikhs retired to the entrenchments. Diwan Ram 
Dayal Singh, who had pursued the enemy too far and 
was the last to leave the field, together with his small 
escort was ambushed and killed. 

The next day, Sardarni Sada Kaur attacked the 
killers of Ram Dayal and serverely punished the 
Gandhgarwalas. At last the Hazarawafas, seeing no 
other way out, accepted the terms offered by the Sar- 
arni. They cleared the arrears of their tribute and 
promised to maintain peace in the area. 

After this, she toured the whole area, ordered 
forts to be built at the various places — Tarbela, Ch- 
azi, Darband — and herself returned to Lahore. 
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THE TWINS 

Before we proceed further, it is essential that we 
deal with one of the important factors which remain¬ 
ed a source of constant friction between these two 
strong personalities. This was the case of the twins 
bom in 1808, to Mchtab Kaur the Maharaja’s first 
queen and the daughter of Sada Kaur. These two 
sons were named Tara Singh and Sher Singh. Various 
authorities have different views on the legitimacy of 
these two sons of Maharaja and, consequently, there 
are strange stories prevalent that they were just pass¬ 
ed on the Maharaja as his sons. Sir Lepel Griffin 
writes: “Mehtab Kaur was the first in order, married 
in 1786, a match which gave Ranjit Singh his com¬ 
manding position, she being the granddaughter and 
heiress of the powerful Kanhaiya baron Jai Singh. 
Her mother, the widow Sada Kaur, a truly remark¬ 
able woman, who relised that if her daughter was to 
retain her influence she must present ncr husband 
with an heir, procured a baby during one of the Ma¬ 
haraja’s expeditions and passed him off as her 
daughter’s. This child, named Ishar Singh, only lived 
a year and a half; and Sada Kaur determined to try 
the effects of twins. When Ranjit Singh had started 
on his Cis-Satluj expedition of 1807, it was given out 
that Mehtab Kaur was pregnant and on his return 
twin sons were presented to him, one purchased from 
a chintz-weaver, and the other the offspring of a 
slavegirl in Mai Sada Kaur’s house. Ranjit Singh at 
first refused to have anything to say to the children, 
but the following year, when he was almost at war 
with the English over the Cis-Satluj question, he 
thought it necessary to conciliate his terrible mother- 
in-law who had the Ramgarhia barons at her back and 
he acknowledged the boys, treating them as his own 
and allowing them the title of Prince. One of them, 
Tara Singh, was an idiot; the other, Sher Singh grew 
up an exceedingly handsome, brave and stupid man 
and succeeded to the throne after the death of Nao 
Nihal Singh, but was assasinated in 1843 by the Sind- 
hanwalia chiefs. 11 

According to Fakir Syed Waheeduddin, whose 
narrative is based on the archives of the Fakir family 
and hence can be taken as authentic, these boys were 
really bom to Mehtab Kaur. 12 What worried the far¬ 
sighted and ambitious Sada Kaur was that Prince 
Kharak Singh had been bom before these twins, but 
her daughter’s child, she being the first to marry 
Ranjit Singh, should be the Maharaja’s successor. The 
obvious choice however, seemed to be Prince Kharak 
Singh, the eldest son, and she started planning to 
change this. With this aim in view she started streng¬ 
thening her own position as well as that of her 
grandson. 

Sada Kaur was successful in this respect to a con¬ 
siderable extent and the results were encouraging. 
The Maharaja would often give Prince Sher Singh 
command of the various important campaigns. For 


example some of the battles fought in the North West 
Frontier region were conducted under the leadership 
of Prince Sher Singh. In 1826, when the Maharaja 
proceeded on tour, he appointed Prince Sher Singh to 
act in behalf of the Maharaja. All this did not go un¬ 
noticed by the rival party who, naturally, was not 
pleased. So the heir apparent, Prince Kharak Singh 
and his mother started intriguing against Prince Sher 
Singh. The cold-war of succession had started. It is 
said that, when Ranjit Singh fell ill, Prince Kharak 
Singh, in order to avenge tnis insult, and also to as¬ 
sure himself of their support for his succession started 
communicating with the English authorities in India. 
It was during these communications that Prince 
Kharak Singh and his mother propogated that Sher 
Singh and Tara Singh weren’t the real sons of the Ma¬ 
haraja, and that they had mischieviously been planted 
on the latter by the clever Sada Kaur. Strange, to 
what absurd limits personal jealousies, rivalries, pre¬ 
judices and selfishness can take individuals, and also 
to what low levels of indecency they can stoop! 

Supporting the legitimacy of the twins, Khush- 
want Singh writes that “when Sada Kaur fell from 
power and the princes came to stay with their father, 
Kharak Singh and his mother were picqued and gave 
currency to the gossip in order to counteract any 
possibility of Ranjit Singh’s preferring Sher Singh, 
who was fast becoming the father’s favourite, as suc¬ 
cessor. 13 

D. THE DISCORD 

Any alliance would function smoothly so long as 
the interests of the allies received equitable treat¬ 
ment, so long as they had any regard for each other, 
so long as there are no signs of selfishness on the part 
of any member of the alliance. But when once any of 
these signs creeps in, the alliance becomes shakey and 
advances towaras its doom. And the alliance between 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, his mother-in-law Sada Kaur 
and his friend S. Fateh Singh Ahluwalia was no ex¬ 
ception. The latter two being the minor partners 
became disgusted with the activities of the Maharaja 
and their relations, particularly between the Maharaja 
and Sada Kaur, became embittered. Many reasons 
have been given for this discord. 

The marriage between Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 
Mehtab Kaur was a political alliance of which either 
party wanted to make use so far as their own interests 
were concerned. (Otherwise, how could Mehtab 
Kaur, as some argue, be reconciled to the son of her 
father’s killer!) Neither party tried to hide these feel¬ 
ings and the situation deteriorated so much that 
Ranjit Singh contracted his second marriage. 

After his third invasion of Multan in 1807, the 
Maharaja returned to Lahore in May. But, before the 
rains came he had reduced Adinanagar, the famous 
city of Adina Beg Khan and also extracted tribute 
from the Sikh Sardars bordering the Kangra hills. 


123 



These territories being the dependencies of the Kan- 
haiya Misl, the Maharaja’s action annoyed his mother- 
in-law. This was the first cause and beginning of 
discord between Sada Kaur and her son-in-law., which 
led to the intrigues, and the final ruin of this talented 
lady. The jealousy had taken such extreme forms 
that in 1812, Sada Kaur not only herself refused to 
attend the marriage of Prince Kharak Singh, but she 
even stopped Princes Sher Singh and Tara Singh from 
attending it. And this was the breaking point. 

Sometime in 1820, Ranjit Singh having perform¬ 
ed his usual religious ceremonies at the Golden 
Gurdwara, Amritsar, proceeded to Batala and en¬ 
camped near it. Here, he suggested Sada Kaur to 
apportion a Jagir for her grandson, Prince Sher Singh 
who had attained manhood. On the other hand, Sada 
Kaur, who had often accused the Maharaja of being 
partial, of showing favours to Prince Kharak Singh, 
whereas ignoring the twins, wanted Ranjit Singh to 
bestow on his son an independent Jagir from his own 
resources. Ranjit Singh who h.ad an eye on her pos¬ 
sessions started creating discord between Sada Kaur 
and Prince Sher Singh. Having succeeded in this the 
Maharaja asked Sada Kaur to make some provisions 
from her territory to her two grandsons—Sher Singh 
and Tara Singh—born out of Sada Kaur’s daughter 
Mehtak Kaur who had since died. According to 
Fakir YVaheedud-din (P. 139), the Maharaja proposed 
that she should give half of her estates to the twins. 
Also, the Maharaja suggested she hand over adminis¬ 
tration of her estates to Prince Sher Singh as she was 
quite aged and deserved some rest. But Sada Kaur 
was unwilling to do so, suspecting the Maharaja’s in¬ 
tentions, she threatened to cross the Cis-Satluj area 
and place Wadhni under the British protection. On 
this Ranjit Singh wrote a concilliatory letter to her 
“with every profession of humility as a son-in-law.” 
Thus “petted and coaxed” she joined the Maharaja at 
Shahdara where whe was compelled to execute the 
desired deed in favour of her grandson; thereafter, she 
herself was placed in the fort. By this deed she lost 
all of her territories except the few in the Cis-Satluj 
regions. This included Wadheni which had been cap¬ 
tured by the Maharaja in 1808 and transferred to 
Sada Kaur against the payment by her of Rs. 15,000. 

One day, on some pretext she went out and fled 
towards her possessions. But Prince Kharak Singh, 
who was dispatched after her 14 captured her on her 
way to Mukerian, brought her back to Lahore where 
she was placed in close confinement. On this, Misr 
Diwan Chand was sent to seize all her territory. He 
captured Batala and Pathankot without any opposi¬ 
tion from her toops. Then he seized Mukerian from 
where he proceeded to Atalgarh the respository of 
the wealth of the Kanhaiyas; here he was offered a 
strong opposition, and the fort defied the Misr. Sada 
Kaur, who was taken with him in close confinement, 
was aked to sign an order for the defenders to sur¬ 
render. Initially, she refused, but after two days’ 
deprivation of food she consented to fix her seal on 


the document. The fort was captured and immense 
wealth came to the victor’s hand which was brought 
to Lahore. Sada Kaur was also sent back to Lahore 
where she stayed until her death. Batala was given in 
Jagir to Prince Sher Singh. 

According to Amarnath, she was in the habit of 
writing to Ranjit Singh's enemies and propagating 
hatred against him. She supported the Malwa Sardars 
against the Maharaja during Metcalf’s visit. She sent a 
word to the British that they could count on her. 

In 1822, Rani Daya Kaur of Ambala died issue¬ 
less, and her state was confiscated by the British. 
This policy of the Government of India was painful, 
and may issueless cheits feared the above treatments. 

Ranjit Singh, also got worried about this policy. 
His fears were that the British were every time com¬ 
ing nearer his borders and constructing new forts. 
Also, he expected the same treatment for the terri¬ 
tories of Sardami Sada Kaur, on her death. So, in 
order to avoid this, he suggested to his mother-in-law 
that she hand over her possessions on the Cis-Satluj 
side to him. She wanted some time to think it over. 
But, the impatient Maharaja, without getting an ans¬ 
wer from his mother-in-law, dispatched his troops to 
Wadhni, etc. 16 The British many years after the sign¬ 
ing of the Treaty of April, 1809 had started 
considering her as an independent head of the Kan- 
hai Misl; also. Wadhni being in the Cis-Satluj regions 
the British claimed to protect her interests there. 
So, the British, who seemed to be waiting for an op¬ 
portunity immediately despatched a force and eject¬ 
ed the Sikhs from Wadhni. The Maharaja “fretted and 
fumed but prudently avoided a collision with the 
British troups.” However, Ranjit Singh commenced 
defensive preparations on his side of the River. As 
already statea she even tried to cross over to the Brit¬ 
ish. All this the Maharaja could not tolerate for long 
and she was given the treatment she deserved. Ac¬ 
cording to Murray, “howsoever humanity may plead 
in her behalf, one does not see how she could well 
be treated otherwise, being what she is, and has 
been.” 17 

Sada Kaur died in December, 1832, at the age of 
70 years. Ranjit Singh himself came to Amritsar to 
offer condolences to her relations. The Maharaja 
took possession of almost all of her estates. He con¬ 
fiscated all her valuables including a necklace of 
pearls worth sixty thousand rupees. Although it was 
the result of “a deliberate and calculated policy” 
being followed by him, he still had a right to her pos¬ 
sessions which he exercised. 

“Thus fell, after having figured prominently in 
Panjab politics for about thirty years, the high- 
spirited Sada Kaur, one of the most remarkable 
women in the history of the Panjab. She had been 
the mainstay of Ranjit Singh’s power, the ladder 
whereby that monarch had been enabled to reach the 
summit of his greatness. She was the companion of 
his toils, and to her energy, intrigues and influence he 
chiefly owed his success in his early exploits. She 
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maintained an unbending disposition to the last, 
and her ruin was brought about by the course of 
events, not less than by the high tone she was in the 
habit of assuming and the independence of character 
she asserted, both of which the Sikh Monarch had be¬ 
come incapable of tolerating by the growth of his 
power. Sne bore the calamity of her confinement 
with great restlessness and impatience, upbraiding and 
execrating her ungrateful son-in-law, beating her 
breast with vehemence, and renewing her curse and 
lamentations every day / 8 ” 

Such was Sada Kaur, an enterprising, masterful, 
high-spirited, bold and ambitious lady of considerable 
talents and remarkable ability, the like of which is 
not known in the Sikh history. It was the result of 
her far-sightedness and diplomacy that she brought 
the two important Misls together through the matri¬ 
mony of her daughter with Ranjit Singh, when the 
couple were still very young. She combined her abil¬ 
ities with her position and status; thiis combination 
gave her an opportunity to play a great part in the 
shapping of Ranjit Singn’s fortune. She “became the 
leading personality in Ranjit’s councils and the most 
powerful instrument of his early triumphs." She be¬ 
came the real power behind the throne. It was 
through her shrewdness that the Bhangi Sardar sur- 

1. A Bhati Rajput Namdcv, wished to lay a village near the 
present town of Batala. But, this place was considered as 
unauspicious, so he changed the location to the present 
one. In Panjabi, this means Watalya (exchanged). Hence 
the name Batala. Sri Guru Nanak was married in this 
town. His mother-in-law's house has since been changed 
into a Gurdwara. Gum Hargobind Singh’s son Baba Gur- 
ditta was also married here. 

2. History of the Panjab, Latif, P. 343 

3. According to Payne, it was a sort of penalty imposed by 
S. Mahan Singh on his defeated adversary. (A Short His¬ 
tory of the Sikhs, P. 69) 

4. The Panjab as a Sovereign State, G. L. Chopra, P. 7 

5. The Real Ranjit Singh, Fakir Syed Waheeduddin, P. 133 

6. The Real Ranjit Singh, Fakir Syed Waheeduddin, P. 136 

7. A History of the Sikhs, Khushwant Singh, Vol. 1, P. 189 

8. The Panjab as a Sovereign State, G. L. Chopra, P. 7 

9. History of the Sikhs, Cunningham, P. 133 


rendered Lahore fort to Ranjit Singh; it was Sada 
Kaur who by a trick had obtained the surrender of 
the Kangra fort, foiled Sansar Chand and duped Amar 
Singh Thapa who had to retreat across tnc Satluj. 
She proved a valuable ally to his young son-in-law in a 
number of campaigns and also conducted a number 
of campaigns independently; she, too, can be rated 
among the capable generals. 

Her share in the building of the Sikh nation was 
great; and it would have been greater but for her self¬ 
ishness which did not let her sub-ordinate her own 
interests as well as those of the Kanhaiya Misl to that 
of a greater cause, i.e. the Sikh Nation. She, in the 
words of Waheeduddin, failed to realize that “if the 
Sikhs were to be unified, they had to have one leader 
and it was Ranjit Singh, and not she, who could ful¬ 
fill that role.” “It was,” writes Waheeduddin, “a sad 
failure of vision on her part to try to destroy the 
image she had done so much to build.” 19 Initially she 
had helped in making Ranjit Singh the symbol of the 
whole Sikh nation; but, in the later years, she started 
undoing all that she had helped in making by working 
against Ranjit Singh and plotting for his downfall. 
For this she did not deserve any better treatment 
than she was meted out by her son-in-law, the Ma¬ 
haraja. 

10. Prcm Singh in Khalsa Raj de Usraic (Vol. 1, P. 73) states 
that S. Makhan was ambushed and killed on November 
12, 1819. 

11. Ranjit Singh. Griffin, PP 107-108; Syed Muhammad Latif 
also subscribes to this story (History of the Punjab, P370) 

12. The Real Ranjit Singh, P 137 

13. History of the Sikhs, Khushwant Singh, Vol. 1, P 214 

14. According to Princep, it was S. Desa Singh Majithia who 
had apprehended her (Ranjit Singh, P. 128) 

15. According to Baba Prem Singh, Sardami Sada Kaur, on 
her own accord, came to Amritsar to peacefully pass her 
last days. There she put up in her own Haveli and stayed 
there until her death (Khalsa Raj de Usraic, Vol. 1, P 84) 

16. Khalsa Raj de Usraic, Prem Singh, Vol. 1, PP. 79-83 

17. Ranjit Singh, Princep, P 135 

18. History of the Panjab, Latif, P 424 

19. The Real Ranjit Singh, Fakir Syed Waheeduddin, P. 140 
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Though he be known” in the nine 
continents' 0 and all” were 10 (follow 
in his train) or(walk l3 \vith 4 - him) and 
though he were to assume” good 45 
name", and obtain' 1 praise 4 ' and 
renown 10 in the world 5 ". 

If 52 (God's) or (His) 53 gracious 51 
glance falls 55 not on him. then 50 , no 
one would care 57 for him. he is 
accounted 01 a vermin* 4 amongst 
worms 5 * and even the sinners* 2 
impute 111 accusations* 3 to him. 

O Nanak! God grants C7 virtuc 00 io the 
non-virtuous 6 ' and bestows 711 piety 60 
on the pious 68 . 

I can think 72 of no such 71 one who 73 
can show 76 any goodness 75 unto 
Him 74 . 

By hearing 77 God's Name the mortal 
becomes a perfect person 78 , religious 
guide 7 *, spiritual hero 80 and a great 81 
yogi. 

By hearing God’s Name the reality 
of the earth 82 , it’s supposed suppor- 
ting 83 bull and the heaven 84 is revealed 
unto the mortal. 
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(From: English and Panjabi Translation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib by 
S. Manmohan Singh, VoL 1-8, 1969, Reproduced with permission of 
Dr. Gnrdarshan Singh Thind, Ballwin, Missouri, U.S.A.) 
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By hearkening to the Lord’s Name 
man comes to have the knowledge of 
the continents 85 , the worlds 88 and 
the nether regions 37 . 

By hearing the Lord’s Name death 90 
cannot 39 (torment) or (touch) 88 the 
mortal. O Nanak ! the devotees 91 
ever 92 enjoy happiness 93 . 

By hearkening to the Master's Name 
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By hearingt he Lord’s Name the know¬ 
ledge of the four religious books 10 , 
six schools of phiIosophy 8 and twenty- 
seven ceremonial treatises 9 is acquired. 
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Nanak. 

By hearing the Lord’s Name disease 1 - 4 
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BIBI BHANI - THE SELFLESS GURU’S DAUGHTER, GURU’S WIFE AND GURU’S MOTHER 

Bibi Bhani’s name is a byword in the Punjab for humility, service and devotion. She was the daughter of Guru 
Amar Das and was married to Guru Ram Das (1534-81). Her son, Guru Arjun, became Fifth Guru, or prophet- 
teacher of the Sikhs. History records many beautiful stories of her deeds of humble service. Here she is seen serv¬ 
ing food to her father, Guru Amar Das. 



MATA SULAKHANI 

Mata Sulakhani is remembered in history as a woman of deep faith and piety. Here she is seen seeking the bless¬ 
ing of Guru Haxgobind (1595-1644). She was childless. She implored the Guru saying “you decided my fate be¬ 
fore I was born; you alone can re-write it.” She received the blessings of Guru Hargobind and had seven children 
who sacrificed their lives for the cause which she accepted with faith and resignation. 
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MATA GUJARI 


Mata Cujari was the mother of Guru Gobind Singh and widow of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The Guru laid down his 
life 300 years ago, in 1673, in defence of faith and was called Hind di Chadar (Protector of the Honour of India). 
Mata Gujari was detained in a tower at Sirhind with her two minor grandchildren, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh 
aged 9 and. 7. On their refusal to give up their faith, these grandsons of Mata Gujari were, under the orders of the 
Mughal governor, bricked alive and subsequently executed. This happened on December 12, 1705. The news 
proved a fatal shock for Mata Gujari. 



MATA SAHIB DEVAN - THE MOTHER OF SIKHS 

Guru Gobind Singh recited the sacred hymns and churned the holy amrit at Anandpur Sahib on March 30, 1699, 
as he prepared to initiate the Khalsa. His wife Mata Sahib Kaur, poured sugar-puffs into the vessel. By this gesture 
she symbolized the modesty and sweetness which were to be two of the essential traits of the martial order of the 
Khalsa. Mata Sahib Kaur was designated by Guru Gobind Singh the mother of the Khalsa Panth and she guided 
from Delhi its affairs after the Guru’s passing away, at Nander, on October 7, 1708. 
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OUR JOURNEY TO NANKANA SAHIB 



\ PIA 

Great people 



The following resolution was passed by the Con¬ 
gregation of Sikh Pilgrims from U.S.A. and Canada 
on November 17, 1975 in Pakistan. The resolution 
was approved with tremendous enthusiasm and hail¬ 
ed widely. Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, Deputy Leader 
of the PPP of the National Assembly and Minister 
of Food & Agriculture of Pakistan was present in 
the Congregation and was receptive to the contents 
of the resolution. 

The Sikh Pilgrimage delegation from America and 
Canada profoundly appreciates the good will shown 
by Pakistan Government in making it possible for us 
to visit Panja Sahib, Dehra Sahib and Nankana Sahib. 
We would further like to express our sincere gratitude 
to the people of Pakistan for the warm welcome and 


generous hospitality they have extended to us. 

“We are very pleased to see that the Pakistan 
Government has made every effort to maintain Sikh 
Gurdawaras in good condition. However the lack of 
perservence strictly in accordance with the Sikh faith, 
which can only be possible by persons belonging to 
Sikh faith, was felt. 

It is therefore resolved to request Pakistan Gov¬ 
ernment to constitute a committee of devoted Sikhs 
from Afghanistan, America, Bagdad, Bangkok, Brit¬ 
tain, Malaya, Philippines and Europe, to maintain 
and look after the Sikh Gurdawaras in Pakistan, so 
that the proper services in the Gurdawaras are pre¬ 
formed in accordance with the true Sikh traditions.” 
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September 4,1975 

The Sikh Foundation 
P. O. Box 737 
Redwood City, 

California 94064 

Dear President, 

S.SA. Thank you for your letter and brochure 
about the pilgrimage to Nankana Sahib which I re¬ 
ceived after coming back from London. 

It is really a matter of great pleasure that the Sikh 
Foundation has been arranging to guide a party of 
pilgrims to Nankana Sahib. I have also decided to 
approach some of my friends and relatives to give 
the information sent by you. 

I, therefore, request you to give me more infor¬ 
mation about the Sikh Foundation which is not much 
known in the East Coast. I hope you will not mis¬ 
understand me and send me the information. I will 
be in touch with you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Sardar Sujan Singh, 
c/o A. Bose 
P. O. Box 121 
New York 11352 


Chadigarh 
25th September, 1975 


My Dear Kapany ji, 

I have received a letter from S. Ganga Singh Dhil- 
lon along with the hand-out which he has sent to me. 
I have noticed from there under your signatures a 
personal invitation. This is a very good venture and 
will enlighten the persons visiting these shrines. I 
assure you my full cooperation during your stay in 
India. 

Please let me know what I can do here for the 
convenience of the members of the Party. 

With Regards, 

Umrao Singh 

Revenue & Election Minister 
Punjab (India) 



ILLUSTRATED BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


English Punjabi 

1. STORIES FROM SIKH HISTORY-Book I to VII Primers 

by Professor Kartar Singh & Gurdial Singh Dhil- 1. Ura Aira.Rs. 1.50 

Ion. Price: Rs. 4.00, 4.00, 4.00, 4.50, 5.00, 5.00 2. Akhar Bodh.Rs. 1.50 

and Rs. 6.00 3. Bal Bodh.. Rs. 1.50 


2. STORY OF GURU NANAK-by Mala Singh. 4 - Tamak Toon. 

Price.- Rs. 10.00 

Available from: 

HEMKUNT PRESS 

El/15 Patel Road, New Delhi 110008 
(India) 

The first two books are available from M/s Inter Cul¬ 
ture Associates, Box 277, Thompson, Connecticut 
06277, U.S.A. 
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Sansar Communications 


SECOND GURMAT CAMP - 
A CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

The next Gurmat Camp is scheduled to be held at 
Cowan, Pennsylvania on December 25-28, 1975. The 
enthusiasm for the first camp held in March, 1975, at 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, prompted undertaking of 
the second camp. The camp program will consist of 
rising at 4 a.m. for meditation, nitnem, kirtan , gur- 
bani viakhia and ardas which is followed by a salu¬ 
tation to the Sikh flag. Rest of the day is filled with 
discourses and discussions on Sikh theology and 
Sikh history. In between discussions, exercises for 
relaxation and various outdoor games are scheduled. 
Contemporary problems will be discussed at evening 
campfire. If a sufficient number of children are sign¬ 
ed up a separate program for children will be arrang¬ 
ed. Sardar Indermohan Singh of Stampford and Sard- 
ami Rajinderjit Kaur of Long Island are working on 
the children program. 

The Gurmat Camps are sponsored by the Sikh 
Foundation under the management of a camp com¬ 
mittee (composition given below). For 1976 three 
camps are scheduled, a spring camp in Pennsylvania, 
a summer camp in New England, and a winter camp 
in California. In 1977 also there will be three camps, 
a spring camp in Pennsylvania, a fall camp in Penn- 

S lvania and a winter camp in California . . . All 
ose interested are urged to send their fee of $21 
per head as soon as possible. Children not requiring 
separate bed will pay only $16. The cheque should 
be issued in the name of The Sikh Foundation — send 
to any member of the camp committee. Detailed 
instructions will be mailed directly to those who 
apply. Address all inquiries to the camp committee, 
as given below: 

Harbans Lai, 38 Helme Road, Kingston, R.I. 
02881 (401-789-7016) 

Inderjit Singh, 47 Pell Place, New Rochelle 
10804 (916-632-4646) 

Balwant Singh, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 17837 
(717-524-7519) 

Janmeja Singh, 1365 Summit Road, Berkeley, 
California 94708 (415-548-1267) 

TERCENTENARY OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR 
Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621-1675 A.D.), the 
nineth Nanak as we call him, was a world teacher and 
prophet who guided his followers to discover secrets 
of spiritual life so that they can attain God conscious¬ 
ness. He travelled extensively to spread his message 
which he composed in poetry to the tune of 15 ragas. 
On December 7, 1675 he was beheaded by the order 
of Aurangzeb for espousing the cause of religious 
freedom so that all nations and countries would enjoy 
full freedom of thought and worship. 


In memory of the Guru’s martyrdom, Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Tercentenary Memorial Trust has been 
founded under the presidentship of Gurdial Singh 
Dhillon (Speaker of the Indian Parliament). Other 
members of the Trust are: Karan Singh (Indian Min¬ 
ister of Health), M. J. Choudhary (Governor of Pun¬ 
jab, India), Giani Zail Singh (Chief Minister of Pun¬ 
jab), Gurcharan Singh Tohra (President Shromni 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee), Harminder Singh 
(Maharaja of Patiala), Surjit Singh Majitha (Chief 
Khalsa Diwan), Inderjit Singh (Chairman, Punjab & 
Sindh Bank), Rajinder Singn Bhatia (Editor, Qaumi 
Ekta). 

In order to observe the Tercentenary, a Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Tercentenary Memorial Society has 
been founded. The enrollment of the members of 
the society is in progress. Every devotee is urged to 
become a member so that all can contribute for a 
more meaningful observance of this occasion. The 
society has formed a committee under the chairman¬ 
ship of Giani. Zail Singh to stimulate as well as assist 
in efforts undertaken to organize the celebrations 
everywhere. Other members of this committee are: 
Charan Singh (Utter Perdesh Cabinet Minister), 
Sohanpal Singh (West Bengal Cabinet Minister), H. 
Singh Chatta (Haryana Cabinet Minister), Rangil 
Singh (Jammu & Kashmir Cabinet Minister), Gurcha¬ 
ran Singh (Punjabi University Patiala), Bhag Singh 
(Editor, Sikh Review), Makhan Singh of Iran, P.L. 
Anand of Malysia, and Harbans Lai of U.S.A. 

The above society has resolved to observe the 
whole year as a year of observance, beginning from 
December 1, 1975 to end on November 30, 1976. 
The main theme of the celebration will be ‘Inter-re¬ 
ligious amity and understanding’ as preached by Guru 
Tegh Bahadur. The Government of India would pro¬ 
duce a movie on the life of Guru Tegh Bahadur in 
all of the 14 Indian national languages and release a 
commemorative postage stamp to mark this occasion. 
An album of two long playing records of the shabads 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur is in preparation. It is also 
being considered to send a cultural delegation to dif¬ 
ferent parts of the world to present the Guru’s teach¬ 
ings before people. It is hoped that there will be an 
overwhelming effort by the devoutees everywhere to 
organize congregations, kirtan darbars, study circles, 
discussion groups, and extensive reading sessions. For 
any assistance one can contact any of the members 
of the Celebration Committee or directly to The 
Honorary General Secretary Sri Guru Teg Bahadur 
Tercentenary Memorial Society c/o Sneikhupua 
House, one Purana Qila, New Delhi 11000, India. 


(Dr. Harbans Lai , 38Helme Rd., Kingston, R.I. 02881) 
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Sansar Communications 


THE SIKH CULTURAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
88 MOLLISON WAY, EDGWARE, MIDDX., ENGLAND. HA 8 5QW 


The above Society was formed in 1960 and soon 
after started the Sikh Courier quarterly in English; a 
religious and academic magazine devoted to the cause 
of the Sikh religion and history, and also for compar¬ 
ative study of different religions. 

The activities include the following:— 

1) Publication of the Sikh Courier quarterly. 

2) Publishing several pamphlets in English on 
Sikh religion and Sikh history. 

3) Organising services in English in the Central 
Sikh Temple on the first Sunday of every 
month since 1962 without exception. Quite a 
few Europeans turn up at this service, which 
is conducted entirely in English. The order of 
service and the hymns for the conclusion of 
the service are duly printed in English and are 
distributed beforehand. 

4) Arranging lectures by Sikh speakers on Sikh 
religion in different places among the British 
audience. 

5) Distributing free literature in English on Sikh 
religion among British schools, colleges, Uni¬ 
versities, libraries and other organisations. 
Every week there are about 10-15 requests for 
literature. 


9) The running of a Sunday School in the Cen¬ 
tral Sikh Temple every Sunday evening for 
teaching Punjabi and the Sikh religion and his¬ 
tory to children. 

10) Distributing free literature in English on the 
Sikh faith overseas. 

11) Participating in the activities of the World 
Congress of Faiths, who organise inter-faith 
services. Some of our workers are on their 
Executive Committee. 

12) We prepare a list of all the Sikh Temples and 
Associations in the whole of the U.K. every 

ear and print a booklet form for free distn- 
ution. This has been done for the last 
several years. 

13) We have been actively associated with almost 
all non political but religious organisations of 
the Sikh community both in this country and 
in India. 

14) Some of our members are on the Executive 
or Advisory Committees of the United Na¬ 
tions Association, The World Conference on 
Religion and Peace, Religious Education 
Council and Inner London Education Author¬ 
ity etc. 


6) Answering several letters every week from 15) We solicit liberal donations. You could also 

Europeans seeking information on Sikh re- pay for the printing expenses of any pamphlet 

ligion. Some of them have embraced the Sikh with your name and address for free aistri- 

religion and some have also been baptised. bution. 

7) We maintain a library for lending books in 16) You could become Life Member of The Sikh 

English on the Sikh religion. Courier by paying $25.00 and a Patron at 

8) We have also arrangements to supply new $10.00 (minimum) per month. 

books on Sikh religion in English. _ (A. S. Chhatwal - Secretary) 

THE SIKH COURIER 

Quarterly-Established 1960 

(IN ENGLISH) 

Phone: 01 952 1215 
88 Mollison Way, Edgware, 

(Greater London) Middlesex U.K. 

HA8 50W 

One of the leading and widely circulated magazines of the Sikhs ! 

published outside India with highest standards of quality, printing, 
get-up and journalism. Most valuable for information on Sikh Faith and History. [ 

Annual Subscription $2.50 Life Membership $25.00 

REPRESENTATIVE IN U.S.A. 

THE SIKH FOUNDATION « P.O. BOX 737 . REDWOOD CITY, CALIFORNIA 94064 
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Sansar Communications 


A HEIGHT OF INGRATITUDE AND DELIBERATE 
DISCRIMINATION TOWARDS SIKH SOLDIERS 
OF INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY (INA) 

A Statue of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose with 
Three Soldiers from INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY has 
been unvieled by Vice President, Mr. B. D. Jatti in 
Edward Park (now Subhash Park) opposite Redfort 
on 23rd January 1975. In this Statue three Soldiers 
have been shown in which two are men with hats and 
one is a woman representing Rani Jhansi Regiment 
alongwith Netaji. It is a historical fact that the 
founder of INA was General Mohan Singh, a Sikh and 
also that about 28,000 out of total 42,000 Soldiers of 
Indian National Army under Subhash Chandra Bose 
were Sikhs. Whereas, the Sikhs have played a very' 
vital role in INA as well as in the entire ixeedom fight, 
it is very painful to note tht where care has been 


taken to represent Rani Jhansi Regiment which was a 
small part of INA by showing a woman, the major 
role of Sikhs who represented 2/3 rds of the total 
strength of INA as soldiers and officers, has been 
completely ignored by not representing a Sikh Sold¬ 
ier with turban and beard. We feel badly hurt from 
this sort of discrimination with a deliberate attempt 
to ignore the part played by the brave Sikh Commun¬ 
ity in the Indian National Army. 

We strongly condemn this omission on the part of 
the organisers and the Government who have spon¬ 
sored the installation of the INCOMPLETE Statue at 
such an important place and recommend that it will 
still be in fitness of things to amend the omission by 
including Sikh Soldier in this statue. 

All India Sikh Students’ Federation 
Bhopal Circle 



SACRIFICE OF BRAVE MOTHER (BALBIR KAUR) 

Balbir Kaur made the supreme sacrifice at Jaitu. She joined the batch of volunteers to defy the British 
authority and face raining bullets. When her infant child on her lap was hit by a bullet, she resignedly laid 
him by on the wayside and marched along with the column, absorbed in singing the praises of the Lord. 
Minutes later she herself fell to a shot from the machine-gun which had killed so many on that fateful day 
(February 21. 1924). 
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WOMEN BRAVING REPRESSION 

Fierce persecution terrorized the Punjab during the governorship of Mir Mannu (1748-1 753). Sikhs’ heads sold for money and 
severed skulls brought rewards from the government. At that time Sikh women, along with their children, were captured from 
their homes and gaoled in cells in Lahore where now stands Gurdwara Shahidganj. As the Sikhs recall in their daily/lrdzs, 
these noble women ground corn, each a maund and a quarter daily. They were forced to wear round their necks wreaths 
made of the flesh of their slain children.They were given only a piece of bread each to live on;and yet they forsook not their faith 



MAI BHAGO - THE FEARLESS LEADER 

Mai Bhago symbolized in her person the virtues of chastity, faith and courage. Her blood boiled at the pusillanimity of those 
who, disheartened by the ravages of a prolonged siege, disclaimed Guru Gobind Singh at Anandpur and returned to their 
homes. Mai Bhago charged them with cowardice and lack of faith and led them back to battle with the armies of Wazir 
Khan of Sirhind at Khidrana, now Muktsar. She herself fought with valour and redeemed the faithless. The forty deserters, 
who lay dead on the ground, were blessed by the Guru as Forty Immortals (Muktas). The spear Mai Bhago used in the battle 
is still preserved with revernece at Sri Hazar Sahib. 
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MAHARANI JIND KAUR IN NEPAL 
Dr. Kanchanmoy Moiumdar, Bolangir 


After annexing the Punjab, the British incarcer¬ 
ated Maharani Jind Kaur,l Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s 
widow, in Banaras, whence, after the interception of 
some suspicious letters written by her to Sardars 
Chattar Singh and Sher Singh in the Punjab, she was 
taken to the fort of Chunar.2 

In April, 1849, due to the carelessness 3 of the 
fort authorities, the Rani escaped to Nepal. 4 The 
Rani’s flight, particularly when the British rule had 
not been firmly entrenched in the Punjab, caused the 
British much uneasiness. An inveterate enemy of the 
British, her restless disposition and intriguing pro- 
ensities were matters of concern; it was Feared that 
er influence still worked in the Punjab and her name 
still cast a spell there. 5 

Political Asylum Granted 

As soon as she reached Nepal, Jind Kaur sought 
political asylum of the Nepalese Government. Her re¬ 
quest was complied with by the Prime Minister, Jang 
Bahadur. THe British Government did not demand 
the Rani’s extradition, but, instead it committed the 
safe custody of her person to the care of the Nepalese 
Government. Jang Bahadur was sternly warned that 
his State would be held responsible if tie Rani escap¬ 
ed, and if she abused her asylum in Nepal for spinning 
designs against the British. Jang Bahadur undertook 
to keep the Rani under strict surveillance, so that she 
would not be able to communicate with anybody in 
India. 

The Rani was accommodated in a magnificent 
palace close to Jang Bahadur’s own residence atTha- 
pathali. An annual subsidy of Rs. 14,000 was settled 
on her, an amount she always moaned as being too 
paltry for her august state. 6 

The British Resident made no bones about the 
matter that the Rani should be treated as a prisoner 
in Nepal, and the less she appeared in public the 
better. Consequently, the Resident always discour¬ 
aged the Rani’s appearance in public, particularly in 
the open Durbar. * 

Restrictions Inadequate 

The restrictions imposed by the Nepalese Govern¬ 
ment proved too inadequate, for the Rani, true to 
apprehensions of the British, began to negotiate with 
her people in India with a view to escaping from 
Nepal. It was reported by the Resident that she was 
in correspondence with some Sikh prisioners in the 
Allahabad fort, and that some Sikh Sardars had made 
abortive attempts to sneak into Nepal through the 
Chheesapani fort. 


The Resident, Lt.-Col. George Ramsay, discredit¬ 
ed the story; he entertained no misgivings about the 
sincere efforts of the Durbar for the safe custody of 
the Rani. It was patent, however, that the strictest 
surveillance notwithstanding, the Rani could, with 
ease, correspond with her followers in India, particul¬ 
arly during the Shiva-Ratri festival, when thousands 
of Indians went freely to Nepal as merchants and 
mendicants. 8 The personal remonstrance of the Act¬ 
ing Prime Minister, ® General Bam Bahadur, with the 
Rani elicited nothing beyond a strong disavowal of 
her complicity in the alleged intrigues. 

Plan to Escape 

The Rani’s plans, however, did not abate. In the 
middle of 1852, a new plan came to light, its object 
being to facilitate the Rani’s escape to Kashmir with 
the help of Gulab Singh, the ruler of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and with the connivance of Jang Bahadur 
himself. Some dismissed servants from the Rani’s 
establishment deposed before the Resident that 
letters had been exchanged between the three accom¬ 
plices via Palpa, Butwal, and Hardwar, and that the 
middle of July had been fixed as the time for the 
Rani’s escape. 11 Jang Bahadur, when pressed for an 
explanation admitted that some female relatives of 
the late Heera Singh, a brother of the Rani, and a 
“prime favourite” of the late Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 
had recently arrived and lodged at Kathmandu. ° 2 

Resident Keeps Close Watch 

The Resident maintained a close watch, although 
it appeared to him unlikely that Jang Bahadur would 
actively help the Rani to escape in wanton violation 
of his pledge to the British Government. There was, 
nevertheless, a lurking fear that “were he (Jang Baha¬ 
dur) inclined to do so, it would be easy for nim to 
conceal the fact." 13 The Board of Administration, 
Punjab, was asked to probe into the matter with part¬ 
icular reference to Golab Singh’s alleged complicity. 
The Board dismissed the allegation as baseless, for 
... “however hostile might be the intentions of Ma¬ 
haraja (Golab Singh,) he is most unlikely to dream 
such a thing as bringing up the Maharanee. 14 ” 

It appeared to the Board more probable that the 
Rani was seeking to prop up influence in Nepal by 
creating a make-believe of Golab Singh’s alliance with 
her. 
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Golab Singh Suspect 


Sikh Emissary’s Mission 


The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Charles Napier, 
could not agree with the Board’s views. He always 
suspected Golab Singh’s disposition and held him to 
be a dangerous power, particularly if he incited the 
.Nepalese to rise against the British. A league of 
Golab Singh and Jang Bahadur was “the greatest ex¬ 
ternal danger we have to apprehend, and if it comes 
the Indian Army will need all the courage of the 
troops and all the skill of their leaders’’, he warned. 15 

Dalhousie More Confident 

However, the Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie, 
was less panicky. He shrugged the matter off as a tale 
quite unworthy of credit. He had no doubt “that the 
whole thing is a fiction, for it is a series of impro¬ 
babilities from first to last.” 16 It was as much 
improbable that Jang Bahadur would risk the certain 
displeasure of the British Government by actively in¬ 
triguing with the Rani as it was unlikely that the 
latter would seek asylum in Golab Singh’s State, “a 
notoriously subservient ally” of the British. More¬ 
over, Golab Singh could hardly be blind to the fact 
that it would ill accord with his own interest to “grat¬ 
uitously make an enemy” of the British by 
harbouring their “bitterest enemy”. 17 


Rani’s Rift with Jang Bahadur 

Nevertheless, suspicion lurked in the wings. It 
was ascertained that for some time past Jang Baha¬ 
dur’s relations with the Rani had been strained, and 
that the rift between them was widening. Jang Baha¬ 
dur coveted the Rani’s magnificient palace and her 
treasures. The Rani in her turn was growing fidgety 
over the inadequate subsidy given to her by the 
Nepalese Government. She was openly disrespectful 
in her dealings with the Minister, adding to the 
latter’s annoyance. J ang Bahadur was eager to get rid 
of her; he had even hinted to the Resident that if the 
Rani managed to escape, Nepal would not receive her 
back. 18 It was, hence, not unlikely that Jang Baha¬ 
dur would wink at her attempts to escape; he might 
have even encouraged her to escape- with the fond 
hope of catching and delivering her up to the British. 
This done, he would occupy her palace and seize her 
treasures; besides, his Government would also be 
spared the annual expense incurred on her account. 19 
Jang Bahadur was strongly warned by the Resident 
not to entertain such illusory schemes, or else he 
would incur the British Government’s hostility. He 
was pointedly asked to prevent communications be¬ 
tween the Rani and her relatives in India through 
messengers, or missives. 20 


During the Revolt of 1857, Jind Kaur’s presence 
in Nepal assumed added political significance. The 
Nepalese Government kept a close watch on her, part¬ 
icularly when it was strongly suspected that the rebels 
were trying to win her over to their side. A Sikh 
emissary, Hukum Singh, went to Butwal in the Nep¬ 
alese Tarai with the Khareetas from the King of Delhi 
to the Rani and Jang Bahadur. In a Hukumnamah, 
the King of Delhi asked all the Nawabs, Rajas, 
Nazims, and Chuckladars in the territories between 
Nepal and Lucknow and Lahore to rise against the 
British. In an Arzee to the Rani, Hukum Singh 
sought her help to enable him to reach Kathmandu 
from Butwal, where the Nepalese Police had held him 
up. Jang Bahadur sent soldiers to seize him, but the 
latter managed to escape with the Khareetas. 21 

Anglo-Nepalese Relations Strained 

Towards the close of 1858, when the relations of 
the British with Jang Bahadur were strained on the 
score of the latter’s lukewarmness about the seizure 
of the fugitive rebels in Nepalese territory 22 , there 
were grounds to suspect the existence of some plans 
calculated to facilitate the Rani’s escape. Letters 
with fictitious names were intercepted; they were 
suspected to have been addressed by the Rani to Raja 
Ranbeer Singh, the ruler of Jammu and Kashmir. It 
was planned that Ranbeer Singh would march on 
Simla some time in December. It was designed as a 
part of a large-scale military movement against the 
British, with Babu Koer Singh of Bihar, Umr Singh, 
the Begum of Oudh, Benee Madho, Devi Singh, Mahdi 
Hossain, and Nana Sahib as its active coadjutors. 

An anonymous letter believed to have been writ¬ 
ten by the Rani to one Chart Singh, of Amritsar, 
carried the further information that Jang Bahadur 
would march down in December through Chitlang, 
and that his brothers would do so through Darjeeling 
and Patna. 23 

Signs of Conspiracy 

All these pieces of intelligence smacked of a deep- 
laid conspiracy of Jang Bahadur, the Rani, and the 
rebels to launch an all-out offensive against the 
British. Resident Ramsay, then at Allahabad, opined 
that since Jang Bahadur was ill at ease with the 
British, 24 it was very probable that he was in covert 
league with the rebels and the ruler of Jammu and 
Kashmir to grind some political axe It was, hence, 
politic to soft-pedal the Nepalese. 25 In fact, for 
some time emissaries from Jammu and Kashmir had 
been frequenting the Rani’s palace not without the 
knowledge and connivance of Jang Bahadur. Thus, in 
March 1856 and December 1858, it was reported to 
the Resident by his informers that Jawahir Singh, a 
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brother-in-law of the late Maharaja Kharak Singh and 
an employee of Raja Golab Singh, went to Kath¬ 
mandu and stayed with the Rani, although Jang Bah 
Bahadur disclaimed any knowledge of the matter. 26 

Rani’s Despair 

As the days wore on, the Rani’s hope to escape 
grew dimmer; so did the fire of her implacable 
enmity towards the British. Prolonged incarceration 
had told on her health; lack of adequate provisions 
for maintenance made her worried; repeated tailures 
of her schemes to escape made her wholly dispirited. 
She stayed on a Kathmandu, suffering a listless exis¬ 
tence, in drudgery and depression, forlorn, destitute 
of hope, and resigned to a fate, gloomy and uncer¬ 
tain. 

Relations with Jang Bahadur Worsen 

Her relations with Jang Bahadur worsened corres¬ 
ponding with the increase in her irritable spirit. Jang 
Bahadur, too, grew impatient about her; he made 
many requests to the Resident to induce the Rani to 
quit Nepal on the false pledge of a suitable pension in 
India ; 27 the sooner she could be got rid of the bet- 

1. Maharani Jindi Kaur is represented in the Consultations 
used here as Maharani Chanda Kaur, obviously a misspell¬ 
ing and mispronunciation. There was another lady by the 
name of (Maharani) Chand Kaur, wife of Maharaja Kharak 
Singh, who succeeded Maharaja Ranjit Singh. To avoid 
confusion we have used the correct name Jind Kaur. 

2. Foreign Secret Consultations (S.C.), 26 May 1849, 108 

3. Governor-General's Minute, 24 April 1849, S.C., 26 May 
1849, 115; The Friend of India (Serampore,) 3 May 1849. 

4. S.C., 26 May 1849, 115 

5. Ibid., Minute of the Governor-General, 24 April 1849 

6. Commandari Kitab Khana, JVizamati Phanr, Kathmandu, 
Register for 1908, 1909, 1911 (Vikram Samvat), 

7. S.C., 22 March 1850, 408. 

8. S.C., 27 December 1850, 15-7. 

9. Jang Bahadur was away in England at this time. K. Dixit, 

Editor, Jang Bahadur Ko V Hay at Yatra (Nepali , Kath¬ 

mandu, 2014). 

10. S.C., 27 September 1850, 15-7. 

11. S.C., 25 June 1852, 134. 

12. Substance of a conversation between Jang Bahadur and 
the Resident about Lahore Rani, S.C., 25 June 1852, 137. 
Heera Singh had died at Kanpur about two years earlier. 
Rani Rup Kunwar, his wife, went to Kathmandu and lived 
there with a monthly subsidy of Rs. 100 settled on her by 
the Nepal Government. Foreign Political Consultations 
(P.C.) 5 May 1854, 36-8 

13. Resident (Ramsay) to Government, 10 May 1852, S.C., 
25 June 1852, 134 

14. Secretary to Board of Administration, Punjab to Govern¬ 
ment, 25 May 1852, Same to Government and Resident, 
25 June 1852, 140-1. 

15. Napier’s Memoir on the Defence of India etc., Lt. General 
Sir W.F.P. Napier. Editor; Defects, Civil and Military of 
the Indian Government By Sir Charles Napier, 364. 

16. Governor-General’s Minute, 18 May 1852, S.C., 25 June 
1852, 135. 

17. Ibid. T believe the Maharaja would as soon wish to see 
Ranjit Singh himself back in Cashmere as his mischief 
making widow.’ Ibid. 


ter. The British Government now felt that the Rani 
posed no great danger for them, and that she was in¬ 
capable of any great mischief. 

Goes to Calcutta to Meet Son 
Towards the close of 1860, the Rani’s son, Maha¬ 
raja Dalip Singh returned from London to Calcutta. 
29 The British Government then permitted the Rani 
to go down to Calcutta and settle in India on the ex¬ 
press undertaking that she would not take up her 
residence, of visit any part of the province of Bengal 
west of Monghyr, and that she would keep the Gov¬ 
ernment informed of her programme, her movements, 
and her retinue. It was decided to provide her with a 
subsidy of Rs. 30,000. The Rani accepted the offer, 
to the great relief of Jang Bahadur. 29 

Before setting out from Kathmandu, on 16th Jan¬ 
uary, 1861, the Rani divulged some secrets to the 
Resident, to the effect that J ang Bahadur was intrigu¬ 
ing with the Sikhs at Lahore and Kashmir. But the 
British Government took no official notice of these 
incriminating allegations, for fear that a probe in the 
matter would create much unpleasantness between 
the Governments of Nepal and India. 30 

18. S.C., 25 June 1852, 137. 

19. Governor-General's Minute, 1852, S.C., 25 June 1852, 
138. 

20. S.C., 29 October 1852, 109; P.C., 5 May 1854, 36-8 

21. S.C., 27 November 1857, 448-53. 

22. P.C., 30 December 1859, 995: 22 April 1859, 197-8; 13 
May 1859, 323: S.C., 30 December 1859, 558-68. 

23. P.C., 30 December 1859, 1044-52. 

24. Relations between Jang Bahadur and the British were 
strained on the score of the fugitive rebels harboured in 
Nepal, the behaviour of Resident Ramsay whom Jang 
Bahadur wanted to expel from Nepal and certain econom¬ 
ic issues, such as the harassment of the Indian merchants 
at Kathmandu. 

25. —a rupture with Nepal just now would certainly be acc¬ 
ompanied by a movement in Kashmcre, and that would 
create excitement perhaps more in the Punjab, to say 
nothing of the effect of such an outbreak in the whole of 
these districts (of N. VV. Province) Ramsay to Govern¬ 
ment, 3 July 1858, S.C., 25 February 1859, 28. 

26. P.C., 19 September 1856, 6; 31 December 1858,4572-5, 

27. Jang Bahadur told the Resient, “You wold make the pro¬ 
mise to her and when you have got her down to Segowlee 
have her seized and put in irons and send her away where 
you please; put her into jail or keep her in the fort of Alla¬ 
habad.” Resident to Government, 26 August 1856, P.C., 
19 September 1856, 6. 

“The Durbar is most anxious to get rid of her, partly on 
the score of expense and partly because she occasionally 
gives a little trouble.” Ibid; Foreign Political, A (F.P-A), 
November 1860, 317. 

28. From London Dalip Singh wrote to his mother to request 
the British Government to allow her to meet him in Lon¬ 
don. Dalip Singh was permitted to write to his mother 
freely and openly. P.C., 19 September 1856, 6; Minute 
of the Governor-General, 13 September 1856, P.C., 19 
September 1856, 8. 

29. F.P-A, January 1861, 144-51; Nepal Residency Records, 
Vol. 11. 

30. Ibid. 
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The next issue of The SIKH SANSAR March 1976 will feature: 

SIKH WOMEN II 

You are invited to submit articles, news items, and other 
material pertinent to the subject. Deadline for manuscripts 
is the 1st of February. Kindly mail all material to: 

The Editor, SIKH SANSAR 
Post Office Box 7 37 
Redwood City, California 94064 

In future The SIKH SANSAR plans to feature special subjects such as 

. 1. SIKH HISTORICAL SHRINES 

ISSUeS 2. MANAGEMENT OF SIKH ORGANISATIONS 

3. SIKH CONTRIBUTIONS TO INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE 


You are also invited to submit articles, news items and other 
material pertinent to these subjects. Please read carefully the 
“Instructions To Authors” inside back cover. 


In the 
previous 
issue 


Editorial.*.. 

Amrita Sher Gil - Her Life and Paintings. Richard Bartholomew 
A View of an Artist — S. Sobba Singh, Dr. R. K. Janmeja Singh • 
A Historian with a Brush — S. Kirpal Singh, Prof. N. D. Abuja .. 

In Future Issues of THE SIKH SANSAR. 

Endowment Fund for THE SIKH SANSAR. 

Life Members of THE SIKH SANSAR . 

Translation of Japji, Sardar Manmohan Singh . 

Dr. Narinder Singh Kapany, Scientist, Artist & An Entrepreneur 


Sansar Communications .. 

Sardami Premka Kaur, Los Angeles-, 

C. H. Loehlin, Yuba City: S. Hari Singh Shergill, Bombay; 
Dr. I.J. Singh, New York: Secretary, All Canada Sikh 

Federation, Vancouver 

Book Review , Sardar Ajaib Singh Sidhu . 

Letters to the Editor . 

Our Journey to Nankana Sahib ..,. 


Arshi - Contemporary Sikh Artist, Prof. Harmandar Singh 

Materials for the Study of East Indian History 
In North America, Bruce La Brack 
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Announcing the SECOND register of 
SIKHS IN THE U.S.A. & CANADA - 1976 
REGISTER NOW. .. .LAST CALL 
DEADLINE DATE - MARCH 31, 1976 
regardless of age, sex or race 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA FORM 


This information will be included in the new and complete 
Register of the Sikhs In The U.S.A. & Canada. Please note 
that more than one member of a family (male or female) may 
register. All registrants must fill the biographical data form, 
submit a high quality black and white passport size photo¬ 
graph and the mandatory registration fee. Any previously 
submitted forms or photos are no longer valid. 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT TO FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. NAME_ 


Z HOME ADDRESS 




Data Received 


Registration Fee Paid $ 

Directory Price Paid S_ 

Comments: 


3. HOME PHONE 


ZIP CODE 


BUS. PHONE. 


4. OCCUPATION 


BUSINESS ADDRESS 


5. NAME OF SPOUSE_ 

6. NAMES OF CHILDREN_ 

Write (D) for daughter _ 

or (S) for son _ 

7. PLACE AND DATE OF BIRTH 

B. NAMES OF PARENTS_ 


9. FAMILY ADDRESS IN INDIA 


10. AFFILIATIONS (religioui, cultural, professional, organization) 


11. NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS, DISTINCTIONS, POSITIONS HELD, 
SPECIAL SERVICES PERFORMED (usa extra sheets if needed! 


I am enclosing check / money order for 
S_for the following; 

REGISTRATION FEE. S2.00 

_copies of The Register of Sikhs in the 

US.A. S Canada - 1976 ($3.00 per copy). 

Subscription of The Sikh Sansar (SS/year).. _ 

Life Membership of The Sikh Sansar ($150)_ 

The Sikhs & Their Religion. 

by Prof. Ganda Singh l$3.50 per copy)... _ 


12. I am pleased to supply the above information to be included in 
part or full in the directory of Sikhs in U.S.A. and Canada and 
would be happy to be placed on the mailing list of The Sikh 
Foundation. 


SIGNATURE 


THE SIKH FOUNDATION m. 
P. 0. Box 737 — Redwood City, California 94064 
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‘It. has' b een sa id o f Sikhs that they are too busy making their history to record it: ■With the exception 
of a'small number"of dedicated scholars (such as Prof: Ganda Singh. Khushwant Singh, etc.) this is unfor¬ 
tunately true, particularly in North America. This situation need not continue for there is a significant 
amount of published material available for the researcher of Sikh history in the United States and Canada. 
The difficulty is that such materials are scattered over a seventy year period, often to be found in obscure 
journals or in special collections. In order to promote and facilitate research by Sikhs on Sikh history, the 
Sikh Sansar will reprint a series in successive issues that is perhaps the most extensive bibliography now 
available on South Asian immigration to North America. Originally compiled and annotated by an anthro- 
poligist working among California Sikh communities, the bibliography has been expanded for SIKH SANSAR 
and a section added on archival resources. We hope that making such resources available will create an in¬ 
terest in the history of Sikh immigration and settlement in North America and stimulate further research. 

The author and editor realize that this initial bibliographical effort is only a beginning. We encourage our 
readers to bring to our attention additional citations of articles, books, and pamphlets which may have been 
overlooked. We further urge anyone who knows of the existence or location of other types of historic mat¬ 
erials (such as family histories, legal documents, correspondence, diaries, photographs, tape recordings, etc.) 
which could be made available for study and cataloging to contact Sikh Sansar. In this way we can add to 
our knowledge and understanding of Sikh history in North America and preserve the story of our struggles 
and successes for future generations. 

- Chief Editor 


MATERIALS FOR THE STUDY OF EAST INDIAN HISTORY IN NORTH AMERICA ----continued 

by 

BRUCE LA BRACK 

South Asia Program — Syracuse University 


III DISCRIMINATION, LAW AND POLICY. 

.... continued from previous issue 

“United States vs. Bhagat Singh Thind, Decided 
February 19, 1923.” SUPREME COURT REPORT¬ 
ER. 43:10(April 1, 1923), pp. 338-342. UCD. 

This is the legal summary of the case in which 
“Hindus” (the defendant was a Sikh) were declared 
ineligible for citizenship. 

Das, Taraknath. “Stateless Persons in the U.S.A.,” 
CALCUTTA REVIEW. 16:l(July 1925), pp. 4046. 
(Third series) UCB. 

The author provides an excellent short review of 
the specific acts which reduced many East Indians 
and their American wives to the status of “stateless 
persons.” 

Chase, Raymond and S.G. Pandit. AN EXAMIN¬ 
ATION OF THE OPINION OF THE SUPREME 
COURT OF THE UNITED STATES DECIDING 
AGAINST THE ELIGIBILITY OF HINDUS FOR 
CITIZENSHIP. Los Angeles: privately printed (Pen- 
ker, Stone and Baird Co.), 1926. 18pp. UCB-Law 
Library. 

This pamphlet discusses two key concepts of the 
Thind Case (1923): First, the notion of “free white 
person” and; second, the use of assimilability as a 
criterion of statutory race (p. 12), as well as the 
assumed “will of Congress” for racial homogeneity 
among American citizens. The authors conclude that 
the Thind decision should be revised. 

Schibsby, Marian, “Hindus and American Citizen¬ 
ship,” in PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL 


CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WORK, 1927, pp. 579- 
581. UCB—Social Science Library. 

In this short statement, Schibsby sympathetically 
notes the difficulties caused East Indians by the 
Sutherland decision of 1923, and concludes that, 
“At the present time . . . the Hindus have reason to 
feel more hopeful.” The optimism was premature 
as rectifying legislation was not enacted until 1946. 

“Race Discrimination in Naturalization,” IOWA 
LAW BULLETIN. 8(1928), pp. 129-161. UCB- 
Law Library. 

The legality and propriety of denying naturali¬ 
zation on the basis of “racial” classification (citing 
the Thind case) are questioned. 

McGovney, D.O. “Naturalization of the Mixed 
Blood—A Dictum,” CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW. 
2(May 1934), pp. 377-391. UCD—Law Library. 

McGovney criticizes the decision in U.S. vs. 
Thind and the application of the “one-quarter in¬ 
eligible blood” in naturalization classifications. 

Pandia, D.P. and MMe. Kamaladevi. “Justice for 
Hindus in America,” THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 
57(March 13, 1940), p. 357. UCB. 

This is one of many “letters-to-the-editor” writ¬ 
ten by East Indians abroad in support of the efforts 
of U.S. East Indians to abolish “alien land laws” and 
“barred zone” provisions, and, in some cases, restore 
citizenship and the right to naturalization. The 
authors contend that approximately fifty Hindus 
were being threatened witn deportation at that time— 
their only crime being entering the country illegally 
(some as long as 20 years before). 
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Instructions to Authors 


1. All materials to be submitted for publication 
in SIKH SANSAR must be original and per¬ 
tain to the fundamental religious precepts, 
the history, religion, and culture of the Sikhs. 

2. The material should be typewritten, double- 
spaced, preferably on 8V4” x 11” paper. 

3. The article should be about four to ten type¬ 
written pages. In exceptional circumstances 
longer articles would be considered for serial¬ 
isation in consecutive issues. 

4. All articles must contain an abstract which 
describes in encapsulated form the contents 
of the article. 

5. References to material on which the con¬ 
tents of the article are based should be in¬ 
cluded to enable the reader to locate related 
material. The authors should take special 
care to see that as many pertinent publica¬ 
tions as possible are referenced. 

6 . If a photograph is to be included in the man¬ 
uscript, two black and white glossy prints of 
high contrast and clarity must be supplied. 

7. Punjabi script portions of the manuscripts 
submitted must be typewritten originals of 
high quality. 

8. Acceptance of the manuscript will depend 
upon the originality, clarity of presentation, 
and scholarly approach to the subject. 

9. At this time no payment is envisaged for the 
material to be published in SIKH SANSAR. 

10. A brief biographical sketch of the author 
and list of his other publications should also 
be included. 

11. All the original material published in SIKH 
SANSAR will be copyrighted; accordingly, 
prior written permission would be necessary 
for reprinting elsewhere. 

12. The Editorial Board reserves the right to make 
any changes in the material submitted that it 
deems necessary to conform to the style and 
standards of the SIKH SANSAR. 

13. All manuscripts (original and a copy) must 
be mailed to the Chief Editor. SIKH SAN¬ 
SAR, P.O. Box 737, Redwood City, Califor¬ 
nia 94064, U.S.A. 
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